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Definition 

• Active Shooter (Defn)    

An individual actively 

engaged in killing or 

attempting to kill 

people in a confined 

and populated area. 

                               -FBI  
        ABC News 



Some Statistics 

• Active Shooter events often occur in small/medium sized 

communities with limited public safety resources and budgets 

• Mean Total Time: 12 minutes.  ( Less than 5 min in 37% of cases) 

• 98% involve a single shooter 

• Improvised explosives seldom involved (2%) 

• In just over 50%, shooting still in progress when first police arrive. 

 

• Shooter often shifts target to police on their arrival, or kills self 

• Initial police response is often a single officer, sometime w/ partner 

• When responding alone, the officer: 

– Must engage the shooter 75% of the time 

– If the shooter is engaged, the officer is shot 1/3 of the time 



Some Common Elements 

• Can occur in any community 

• Very high rates of fire 

• High risk of serious wounding of multiple targeted persons 

• High likelihood of injuries to both civilians and police 

 

• Short duration 

• Wound patterns require rapid initial treatment of two subsets: 

– Survivable wounds that can be stabilized by TQ/external pressure 

– Survivable wounds that require surgery in an Operating Room. 

• Enhanced but manageable risks to rescuers 

– Resources and Risk Tolerance vary in each community 



IMPORTANCE OF TIME 

• Duration of Incident 

– VA Tech 8-9 min 174 rounds 

– Fort Hood 10 min 214 rounds 

– Newtown   5 min 154 rounds 

 

• Time to First Victim Contact (EMS) 

– Columbine 40 min 
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Effective Local Response 

• The elements of a more 

effective response 

already exist.  

  

• Must be employed in a 

form compatible with 

resources in a given 

community   

  

• No single approach is 

applicable across U.S. 
    AP photo 
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“ThREAT” Roles Defined 
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• Joint planning by local public safety 

leaders- 

– Law Enforcement and Fire/Rescue/EMS 

– Common plans with common language 

– Agreed levels of benefit vs. risk 

– Joint training  

    

  

• Assistance to local leaders 

– State and Regional Partnerships 

– DOJ and DHS 

– National Organizations 
• Medical 

• Fire/Rescue/EMS 

• Law Enforcement 
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               For More Information 

      On the Active Shooter Initiative         

 And the Role of the FBI: 

    

Visit www.FBI.gov 

- And search “Active Shooter” 

http://www.fbi.gov/

