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Laerdal started making childrens books and toys 



1958: From Anne toy doll to Resusci Anne
With the need for a lifesize doll our mission turned to  

Helping save Lives 

1958 - 2008



Resusci Anne - the first patient simulator

–



1960: First time in the US
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1961- Stavanger

4. First Aid workers of all   

categories, schoolchildren 

and the general public should 

be taught mouth-to-mouth and 

mouth-to-nose resuscitation
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A dollmaker and many helpers 



1960s; Need for a lifelike training aid for m-t-m ventilation, 
and to make rescuers willing to blow into a ”dead” person



1974: ”Practice to perfection”, to allow training of laypeople in CPR



1980s: Quantitative feedback for 90% pass criteria



1992: More hands on training

Still instructor driven

Little Anne

RA Skill Reporter



2005: Self-directed training

CPR Anytime ”take-home” kit

Resusci Anne Skill StationPatient simulation



”Compress deeper

Voice prompt feedback training

Realtime training at the scene
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Evolving needs and solutions
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50 years - 300 million 

9 page cover story in ”The Guardian” , Dec 1 2007



10 + models, one facemask





Norway last two years: 120.000 schoolchildren on average trained 2,5 family members

…but only possible if

• The project is carefully planned and widely endorsed

• The support by the headmasters and the teachers are secured

• The project is consentrated in time and supported by a well structured media 

campaign, creating a demand pull effect when the kits are brought home.

+1 2,5 = 3,5

10% of a population trained in two years



Evidens based education

1994; Laerdal Cardboard Home Trainer



1978 ; AHA honoring the CPR Pioneers and the dollmaker
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”Values we believe in”

Empathy

Couriosity

Respect

Vision

Entrepreneurship

Hard work

Asmund S. Laerdal 1913 - 1981




