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Perceptions? 
 
Benefits? 



Per Dr. Gawande- 

Checklists should be: 

Precise 

To the point 

Easy to use 

Only reminder of critical 

steps 

Practical 





Dr. Novak: Checklists provide “cognitive unloading” & guarantee critical 
actions are accomplished. 



Miracle on the Hudson 





Guy knows a thing or two 
about checklists! 

Two part paper written by aviators 
looking to transfer proving safety 
innovations from airlines to medicine 



EMS already uses “checklists” 

•  Incident command checklists 

•  Rescue operations checklists 

•  Ambulance and Apparatus checklists- DAILY! 

ALREADY EVERYWHERE!! 







Chf. Shaughn 
Maxwell 

& Dr. Rich 
Campbell 

 
SnoCo Fire 1 (WA) 

 
EMS 10 Winner 2013 

http://www.jems.com/article/administration-and-leadership/ems-checklists/ photo by Gary Jackson  









Not talking 
about a 

return to 
this…! 



Perceptions? 
 
Benefits? 



My Talk!! 

• EMS Check lists  

• = System 1  

• = GOOD!! 
•  “Yeah Drew!”, 

•  Peter Antevy  



In Closing… 

•  Checklists are NOT return to cook book EMS 

•  Help when “cognitive overload” hinders process 

•  Proven to reduce surgical mortality- Gawande/WHO 

•  Already have an acceptance in EMS- just not here! 

•  Sno 1 can show you how!! Thanks to the innovators 
Shaughn and Rich 



Thank You 
•  dharrell@cabq.gov          

•  ajharrell@salud.unm.edu 

•  http://www.firedistrict1.org/
our-services/emergency-
medical-services/ems-checklist 


