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Chicago



CHICAGO 

Fire Based EMS

2.7 million Population

All ALS Ambulances

1300 Paramedics 

600 Intubations per year

No DAI/RSI

2160 SGA per year



Boston



Boston 

Third Service EMS

659,000  Population

Two Tiered Response

50 Paramedics

~500 intubations per year

RSI with VL

Less than 10 SGA per year



Both have Famous Pie



Boston Cream Pie 





Intubation is a Dinosaur



Why Keep ETI if SGA is better?

▪ Research shows better outcomes for cardiac arrest

▪ Training required to maintain skill proficiency

▪ System staffing limitations

▪ Primum non nocere



Pragmatic Airway Resuscitation Trial (PART)



Weighing the Research

▪ No strong evidence based support of ETI in terms of 
survival advantage
– Lowered prioritization in cardiac arrest management
– No benefit in pediatric patients

▪ What about trauma, burns, respiratory conditions?



Training Demands

▪ Intubation is a complex psychomotor skill

▪ What determines the proficiency of a paramedic with ETI?
– Quality, orientation, types of experiences in initial training
– Frequency of performance
– On-scene oversight and supervision of ETI performance

▪ SGA is rapid, simple, efficient way to manage airway

▪ Are the hours required to keep ETI as a skill worth it?



System Staffing Configurations

▪ Frequency of performance is a critical factor

▪ Skill dilution with higher numbers of paramedics

▪ Cardiac arrests often receive SGA first by BLS 
providers



Primum non nocere

▪ The Failed Airway

▪ Responsibility of the Medical Director to ensure proper 
training and Quality Assurance/Improvement



Intubation is a Unicorn







Intubation in Cardiac Arrest 





Why you might need to ETT? 

Trauma, Burns, Respiratory Emergencies

Drug overdose



What all those studies don’t account for

▪New developments :
–Apneic oxygenation
–Bougies
–Video Scope
–Better EtCO2 access



Audience Participation!

▪ Results of the survey



How do we save the…..



Conclusion 

▪ Understand the implications of ETI vs SGA 
research in the setting of your EMS System

▪ Importance of rigorous training

▪ Prehospital airway management is only as 
good as your QA program

▪ IF RSI-100% case review and be honest for 
your patients


